
The Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) requires Member States to assess and monitor the conservation status
of habitat types listed in Annex I (Art. 11) and to submit a report with the results of this monitoring every six
years (Art.17). One key parameter for assessing status is the condition of the habitat, defined primarily by its
structure, function and species composition. Improving the condition of habitat types and expanding the
knowledge about them is a key objective of the Nature Restoration Regulation (2024/1991), which entered
into force in August 2024. Therefore, accurate information on condition of habitat types is crucial
implementing both EU legal acts.The European Commission, the European Environmental Agency, and
Member States have identified the monitoring of Annex I habitat condition as an area needing harmonization
and guidance. These technical guidelines are designed to support this goal and serve as a practical
reference for competent authorities, conservation practitioners, scientific experts, and agencies involved in
habitat monitoring, assessment and reporting under EU legislation. They aim to promote the harmonisation
of methodologies to achieve more comparable and consistent results across the EU Member States and
biogeographical regions.
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Technical Guidelines for assessing and
monitoring the condition of Annex I habitat
types of the Directive 92/43/EEC

Go the General methodology 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/1992/43/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1991/oj/eng
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/general-methodology.pdf/@@display-file/file
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Coastal and halophytic habitats

Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time (1110)•
* Posidonia beds (Posidonion oceanicae) (1120)•
Estuaries (1130)•
Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide (1140)•
Large shallow inlets and bays (1160)•
Reefs (1170)•
Submarine structures made by leaking gases (1180)•
Perennial vegetation of stony banks (1220)•
Sea cliffs•
Salt marshes and salt meadows•

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/1110-sandbanks-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/1120-posidonia-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/1130-estuaries-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/1140-mudflats-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/1160-inlet-and-bays-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/1170-reefs-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/1180-bubbling-reefs-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/perennial-vegetation-of-stony-banks.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/sea_cliffs_guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/salt-marshes-salt-meadows-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
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Heaths and scrubs

Heaths and scrub•

Rocky Habitats

Scree•
Rocky slopes with casmophytic vegetation (8220)•
Caves not open to public (8310)•
Fields of lava and natural excavations (8320)•
Submerged or partially sebmerged sea caves (8330)•
Permanent glaciers (8340)•

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/heaths-and-scrubs-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/scree_guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/rocky_slopes_guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/caves_not_open_8310_guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/fields_of_lava_guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/8330-caves-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/permanent_glaciers_guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
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Coastal sand dunes

Coastal sand dunes•

Grasslands

Natural and seminatural grasslands•

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/coastal-dunes-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/grasslands-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
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Forests

Forests•
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Freshwater habitats

Standing water•
Running water•

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/forest-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/standing-water-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/running-water.pdf/@@display-file/file
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Mires: bogs and fens

Mires: bogs and fens•

Fragmentation guidelines

Guidelines to assess fragmentation of habitat types•

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/mires-guidelines.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/europes-biodiversity/habitats/documentation/guidelines-to-assess-fragmentation.pdf/@@display-file/file

